Robert B. Roosevelt On the Pronunciation of the Name

"Roosevelt"
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Presidons Acomked. of. Misprexawaging His
e o m:ﬁl“- - A R
"o TIm EDITO® O THAR SUN—Sir:, In the courss
.qf iy.dally work I;reoeatly bad occsslon 10 show
.that ths.name Rogaeyelt. Is subject to ovar' 200
| variations of. propunciation. The President pro-
nounces hia name Rd -#i-velt, n three xyﬂlglm.
How do the majority of,us pronounce it? 1a it Do
Rooxd -velt, the first Yowel sound being like that in
room, while the syllables are but two? h"fhe peop:
followed analogy,.and have on that accou
g&%uuod the only gogie that will endure.
. Perhaps our President does not think as deepl
about the mattefr a8 academiclans do; nay, he m!ﬁ
| | mdopt the curreyt usage himself 1f good reasons for
b | dolng so were placed before him. 1 neither blame
fils preference nor say that he has no right to main-
E taln it; I merely ralse the gquestion, and here re-

1t, to emphasize ‘the absence of dogmetism
' i my v,hougnbs: what 1a there m‘iua fy him
in oo
whi

From the New York SUN,
May 25, 1903
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endoavor to é{)?luu!: a pmfc sgainst
ot the 0 es of usage :
: ore 8 }ﬁ nu?n E. MaYNm, Chairman,
Dernmom on Reading and Spceoh Culture, New
ork State Teachera’ Assoclation.
Nxw YORK, _May 2. .

‘The Hon. Robert B. Roosevelt Closes the
. “Disousston.

To Te8 EpiTdR OF Tere SUN—8ir:+ My at-
tertion has just been, called to an. amusing
lottdr by Mr. Richard E. Mayne, ohairman
de ment reading and speech culture, New
York State Teachérs Aséociation, celling the
President to acoount-for his pronunciation
' | of his own name, and .closing with the simple
it somewhat supercillous question. “What is
there to justify him in his endeavor to per-
pPetuats a practicé against which are set the
prinoiples of usage?” . : '

It is rather a dangerous proceeding to as-
eume that a man does not know how to pro-
-nounce his own name, and the writer who
attempta not only to céticise but to dictate
may find bimself in that unhappy position in
which “angels fear to tread,” éven if he be a
“chairman of reading and speech ovulture.”
A little oculture and even less reading woudd
teach most men and might teach a chairman
that there i{s no analory or usage of pronuncia-
tion according to spellirig in the English lan-
guaae. The chairman’'s. own name might

ave sug:esm?‘tzmt muoh to Kim. I guIme
he calls himself *Main.” How da e do_so
according analogy and enduring mode?
Wléat is he doing with that inappropriate "y~ |
and guperfluoua “e?" Hereafter he must call
himself “May-why-nee” of suffer the punish-
. | ment of the Inconsistent.
, | », While his mind, which I supposé he epells
!;Knd." a8 on the subject—if, lngo LAt
bothers him at all—he mivht pause to think
how some sounds are’ produced. by Engiish
letters. Above all the sound “00” or “ue.”

T'o do this he may have to feel bise befors I

Z;a: through, and you may-find him in a stew,
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And stil] the wonder grew

That one small head oould muddle all he knew,

Pardoh me for writing all this nonsense.
My only exousa Is that I could write so much
more of it, and diotation about the pronupcla-
tion of one's own name_ justifies reprisals.
You should thank me that I have so much self-
restraint. The ancestors of the wife of the
President ‘spelled their name :“Quereau.” I
6ave your oritical correspondent to worry
out hé)w he wouldtﬁronounoe that. The great-
grandfather out the Gordian knot by writing
t “Carow.” But, ag there are readdrs of your
{)aper who aro justifiably anxjous to know
he proper pronunciation of the President's
nanme, I will explain thet it is Dutch. Now, I
do not insist that the Dutoh language is in-
herently superior to the English. That might
be as offensive to som?‘ of my fellow citizens
as oriticlaing thelr richt to their own patro-
nymics, but that lansuage possesses at least
one advantage—It hasa positive pronunciation.
In Enclish when we try to distinguish the
long from the short “o” we get {ntd trouble
In Dutch they do not. The double “o" is
simply & long “0.” The word “Roos” means
rose and s pronounced in [dentlcallv the same
way under all bircumstances and in all com-
binations. 8o the first syllable of the Presi-
dent’s name is “Rose,” pure and simple.
.. But the followin« “e,” like the sbort German
8,” or like the silent French “e,” whep read
In poetry is slizhtlv aspirated. An ﬁmllﬂ
analogy is the word “the,” a word that our
chairman must have come aarosa in his “read-
Inz and speech oulture.” Tt is not pronounced
at all as it fs spelt, not like “thee,” but with &
Bort of “th' " and a breath stopped by the
toncue on the teeth. 8o the name is “Rose-
tuh)-velt,” in spite of whatéver mistaken | 4
analocies misdireoted chalrmen may strive

find to the contr%ry. B R

OBERT B. ROOSEVELT.
NEw YoRrk, May 8.
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